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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWS
As the new Area Commanding Officer at Southwest
Community Police Station, I would like to express my
sincere pleasure to become part of the team at an area
known for rich tradition and pride with the officers and
community alike. I understand just how important our
partnership is in addressing crime, and quality of life issues
in our community.

SOUTHWEST
1546 W. MARTIN LUTHER KING BL.
LOS ANGELES, CA 90062
(213) 485-2584
AREA COMMANDING OFFICER

MELISSA A. ZAK, CAPTAIN III
With the start of a new year, I have set higher standards for
our personnel and devised strategies to meet divisional and
crime reduction goals including: a commitment to
Constitutional Policing and Comprehensive Investigations, a
reduction of Part I Crimes and also to expand programs that
engage the members of this community.

PATROL COMMANDING OFFICER

VITO N. PALAZZOLO, CAPTAIN I
NON-EMERGENCY DISPATCH

(213) 928-8223
Let us continue to prioritize our efforts to achieve desired
goals, and strengthen our partnership as stakeholders of this
community. I look forward to becoming an integral part of
our “community partnership” to reduce crime and improve
the quality of life for all members of the Southwest Area
Community.
Best Regards!
MELISSA A. ZAK, Captain
Commanding Officer
Southwest Community Police Station
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DIRECTORY
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213/847-5800
3A1-ADAMS BOULEVARD NEIGHBORHOOD
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER SERGIO SANCHEZ
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9615
EMAIL: 25832@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A57-UNIVERSITY VILLAGE
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER SAM SALAZAR
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9616
EMAIL: 31256@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A15-WEST ADAMS NEIGHBORHOOD
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER TRACY HAUTER
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9617
EMAIL: 35896@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A63-BALDWIN VILLAGE
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER JOSE SALDANA
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9614
EMAIL: 36870@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A19-NORTH UNIVERSITY PARK
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER GERALDINE THOMSEN
CELL PHONE: 213/847-5800
EMAIL: 37098@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A73-LEIMERT PARK; CRENSHAW CORRIDOR
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER SUNNY SASAJIMA
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9618
EMAIL: 37508@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A31-JEFFERSON PARK
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER JOHN BIONDO
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9622
EMAIL: 36576@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A99-VERMONT SQUARE
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER SEAN ANDERSON
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9623
EMAIL: 35839@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A41-BALWIN HILLS/VISTA; VILLAGE GREEN
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER KEVAN BEARD
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9621
EMAIL: 35841@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

CRENSHAW PLAZA
POLICE OFFICER III THOMAS ROGERS
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9624
EMAIL: 23236@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

3A55-WESTERN CORRIDOR; JEFFERSON PARK
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER PIERRE OLEGA
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9619
EMAIL: 35919@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
SENIOR LEAD OFFICER NICHOL GARNER
CELL PHONE: 323/387-9620
EMAIL: 32272@LAPD.LACITY.ORG

Community awareness is the key to crime
prevention. If you are interested in establishing
a Block Club in your area, please contact your
Senior Lead Officer for assistance.

CRIME AND ARREST INFORMATION
Officers in Southwest Division have been working
extremely hard to reduce crime, provide a safe
environment and a better quality of life for the
residents and business owners of the Southwest
Area.

3SLO1-ADAMS BOULEVARD
NEIGHBORHOOD
Crime Trends
Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Sanchez is happy to report
that the Adams Boulevard Neighborhood had a
considerably low number of reported crimes and
there were no crime clusters (5 or more crimes in one
reporting district). Although this is great news, SLO
Sanchez reminds community members to continue
to remain alert and aware of your surroundings.
Also remember to lock your doors and windows
when you leave for work.

Crime Tips-Vehicle Security
You can prevent vehicle theft! Most cars are taken
by amateurs who can be stopped fairly easily. You
can increase your protection against this type of
crime by taking the following sensible precautions:

Close all windows — professional thieves have tools
that unlock cars through the smallest openings.
Be sure vent or wind-wing windows are shut tight.
When you park the car, remove cellular phones,
cassette players and other valuable possessions. Do
not leave gift-wrapped packages or cameras lying on
the seat. Lock all valuables in your trunk or take
them with you.
Lock your car even if you are making a quick stop at
the gas station, convenience store or mini-mall.

Use Anti-Theft Devices
When buying a car, check the manufacturer’s list of
anti-theft options, such as interior hood and trunk
releases, locking steering columns and others.
Consider the purchase and installation of security
devices, such as:
Second ignition switch or “kill switch” to
prevent electrical current from reaching the
coil distributor.
Fuel switch to prevent fuel from reaching the
carburetor.
Locking gas cap.
Interior hood lock release.

Lock up
An unlocked car is an open invitation to a car thief.
Lock up when you leave your car, and take the keys
with you.
Lock the trunk or tailgate.

3SLO15-WEST ADAMS NEIGHBORHOOD
Crime Trends
Southwest officers were very busy in the West
Adams Neighborhood during the month of January.
Senior Lead Officer Hauter reports that the
Southwest Gang Unit recovered a gun and narcotics,
which resulted in the arrest of five gang members.
This is certainly a step in the right direction to make
this community a safer place for everyone to work
and live.

Also, last month on January 19th, SLO Hauter
responded to Hobart Alley with the Department of
Sanitation. Thanks to the help of her fellow Senior
Lead Officers, they were able to clean and clear the
alley of pungent rubbish. The Los Angeles Fire
Department (LAFD) also responded out to scene and
completed a “wash down,” to help with the odor.
Unfortunately, the Adams-Normandie area has been
experiencing a high volume of Burglary From Motor
Vehicles (BFMV). Please make sure to lock your
vehicles and do not leave your personal belongings
exposed to potential suspects. In the meantime,
Southwest Senior Lead Officers will be conducting a
Task Force to try to combat this problem.
If anyone has information, please contact Senior
Lead Officer Tracy Hauter (323) 387-9617.

3SLO19-NORTH UNIVERSITY PARK
Crime Trends
Last month, the North University Park area
experienced an increase in Burglary From Motor
Vehicles. Senior Lead Officer Salazar reports these
crimes are occurring primarily along Adams
Boulevard from Vermont Avenue to Scarff Street.

In response, Southwest Division along with the
University Of California Department Of Public
Safety conducted a crime suppression detail and
handed out crime prevention flyers in the affected
areas. Although no specific arrests were made,
officers were able to obtain helpful information
regarding these crimes.

3A31-JEFFERSON PARK
Crime Trends
In the new year Senior Lead Officer Biondo wants
the Jefferson Park community to know that he has
strengthened partnerships with the Department of
Building & Safety, The Bureau of Street Services and
the Los Angeles County Department of Health. If
you observe violations involving single family
homes, including but not limited to yard debris,
unapproved use or illegal improvements, contact
Building & Safety directly. For issues involving
sidewalk sales (of non-food items) and yard sales,
contact Bureau of Street Services via 3-1-1. Finally,
if you observe illegal food vending or have gotten
sick after eating from a specific vendor, please call
the Los Angeles County Department of Health for
assistance. SLO Biondo requests that you also
inform him of the issues you observe so he can work
to abate these problems and continually improve the
quality of life in the Southwest Area.
If you see graffiti or bulky items discarded,
especially in alleys, contact 3-1-1 for removal. You’ll
be given a reference number. Keep this number
handy in case if the request is not completed in a
timely manner, so you can forward the location and

reference number to SLO Biondo and he can followup with the appropriate City department.

Crime Tips-Illegal Dumping
Illegal dumping is a crime that has become a chronic
problem within some parts of the City of Los
Angeles. In addition to increasing community fear
and apathy, illegal dumping can be a breeding ground
for disease carrying insects and vermin.
Illegal dumping is a violation of California Penal
Code section 374.3 which prohibits non- commercial
and commercial dumping of waste material, on
public and private highways or roads.
Tips for the General Public

Use nontoxic cleaning products and include safety
equipment and cleanup materials appropriate to the
type of materials involved.
Take household chemicals and toxic materials to a
local Household Hazardous Waste Roundup instead
of dumping them on the ground, down the sink, into a
gutter, street or storm drain. To find out when a
roundup is going to occur in your community. call
the Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation at
(800) 98-TOXIC.
Wash vehicles with biodegradable, phosphate free
detergents.
Prevent oil, grease and other toxic material from
spilling into storm drains.

Obey posted “No Dumping” signs.
Recycle items you legally must, such as car batteries
and motor oil, at certified recycling centers.

Reuse leftover paint for touch-ups or recycle it at a
local hazardous waste collection event.
Never clean paintbrushes or rinse paint containers
into a street or gutter.
Use organic or nontoxic fertilizers and pesticides.
Place pruning waste in approved containers for pick
up.

Recycle items you can such as scrap metal,
cardboard, newspaper, glass, aluminum, tin, and
water-based paints.
If recycling household hazardous waste, contact the
City of Los Angeles, Department of Public Waste,
Household Hazardous Waste Hotline, at
(800) 552-2128.
When cleaning work sites it is best to sweep them
rather than hosing them down.

Keep a trash bag in the car and use it. Don’t throw
anything out of the window.
Dispose of pet waste in trashcans.
Do not sweep compost yard trimmings into the street.

3SLO41-BALDWIN HILLS VISTA/
VILLAGE GREEN
Crime Trends

Who to Contact
If you see materials you believe are toxic or to
recycle toxic waste, contact the City of Los Angeles
Hazardous and Toxic Materials Office at
(213) 485-4011.

Senior Lead Officer Beard reports that Residential
Burglaries are still a prevailing crime in the Baldwin
Hills Vista/Village Green area. Being aware of
activities that take place in your community is a
good way for residents to determine if something is
not normal or out of place. If something does not
“seem right” in terms of possible criminal activity,
do not hesitate to call the police.
SLO Beard also reports that this area has experienced
an increase in illegal dumping activity. Should you
observe trash or debris in the area, please contact 311
to report it.

Crime Tips-Prevention for Vandalism
You can help prevent vandalism by following the
below listed tips:
Educate the public, especially young people about the costs
of vandalism.

If you see solid waste material, contact the City of
Los Angeles Integrated Solid Waste Management
Office at (213) 237-1444.
To report illegal dumping contact the City of Los
Angeles, Department of Public Works, Bureau of
Engineering, at (800)974-9794; Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works at (800) 303-0003.
To report spills contact the Los Angeles Police
Department Hazardous Materials Unit at
(213) 485-4011, the Los Angeles Fire Department at
(213) 485-6185 or the City of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works at (800) 974-9794.

Clean up vandalism as soon as it happens -- replace signs,
repair playground equipment, paint over graffiti.
If you see anyone committing vandalism, report it to the
police, school authorities, or someone who can take action.
Remember, vandalism is a crime.

Protect your house or apartment from vandalism by using
good lighting and locking gates and garages.

Support recreational programs for young people in your
community. Volunteer your time, donate money or
supplies, and help in any way you can.

Crime Tips-Helpful Phone Numbers and
Safety Awareness

Take a Stand!

Graffiti Removal:
(311)

Tap into the energy and idealism of youth. Involve young
people in all vandalism prevention efforts.
Organize a graffiti clean-up project in your neighborhood.
Work with Neighborhood Watch and ask the City or a
local business for cleaning supplies and paint.
Work with schools or the arts community to paint murals
on areas that are vulnerable to graffiti. Make it a contest
for teens.

3SLO55-JEFFERSON PARK/WESTERN
CORRIDOR
Crime Trends
Last month the Jefferson Park/Western Corridor
experienced an increase in Burglaries that occurred
during daylight hours. Senior Lead Officer Olega
received reports of very young juveniles that have
been observed prowling around private properties.
Residents are encouraged to develop good
relationships with neighbors, look out for one
another, and report any suspicious activity to the
police.

Abandoned Vehicles:
(800/222-6366)
Bulky Item Trash Pick Up (Illegally
Dumped Trash):
(800/773-2489)
Department of Health:
(213/351-5110)
Citywide information:
(311)
Safety Awareness Tips
Wherever you are - on the street, in an office building
or shopping mall, driving, waiting for a bus or
subway - stay alert and tuned in to your
surroundings.

Send the message that you're calm, confident, and
know where you're going.
Trust your instincts. If something or someone makes
you uneasy, avoid the person or leave.
Know the neighborhoods where you live and work.
Check out the locations of police and fire stations,
public telephones, hospitals, and restaurants, or
stores that are open late.

3SLO57-UNIVERSITY VILLAGE
Crime Trends
According to Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Garner,
University Village had an increase in property thefts
during the month of October. USC students are
reminded to lock the doors of their apartments and if
you live in a sorority or fraternity house, make sure
you lock your bedroom doors. SLO Garner also
noted that students are leaving their laptops and
personal property in plain view, encouraging thieves
to swing into action. If you see anyone suspicious in
your neighborhood, call the Department of Public
Safety (DPS), and L.A.P.D.

Village for their continued support. It’s the perfect
example of what can happen when the efforts of all
community stakeholders come together for the
common goal for all.

BALDWIN VILLAGE
Crime Tips-Fire Safety Awareness

Crime Tips-E-Policing
E-Policing program enables Senior Lead Officers,
Area Captains, and Detectives to e-mail Newsletters,
crime trends, and other important information to you.
It is easy, sign up now. Get LAPD crime maps,
join/start a Neighborhood Watch. Log on to our
website at www.lapdonline.org and click on
E-policing.

3SLO63-BALDWIN VILLAGE
Crime Trends
Senior Lead Officer Thomsen would like to thank the
community for the information they provided
regarding suspects that were involved in stealing
vehicles in the Baldwin Village community. As a
result of this information, Southwest footbeat officers
arrested a Grand Theft Auto (GTA) suspect. This
arrest led to several reports being cleared in the area.
Thank you to all the community members in Baldwin

Fires can be furious and deadly. Each year, more than
600 children ages 14 and under die, and nearly
47,000 are injured, in fires. Despite a dramatic 56
percent decline in the fire death rate since 1988, fires
remain a leading cause of unintentional injury-related
death among children in Australia. But there are
time-tested ways to prevent fire-related injuries.

Simply installing smoke alarms on every level of
your home and in every sleeping area, for instance,
cuts the chances of dying in a home fire in half.
Keeping matches, lighters and other heat sources out
of children’s reach can help eliminate child-play fires
– the leading cause of fire-related death for children 5
and under.
Protecting Your Family
A small fire can grow into a deadly one within
minutes. To help prevent a tragedy, closely inspect
your home to eliminate potential hazards. Prepare
your home for an emergency, and teach your family

about the dangers of fire and how to escape. If a child
is coached properly ahead of time, he or she will have
a better chance of surviving.

the burglaries that plague the neighborhood. SLO
Sasajima encourages the community to continue to
keep an eye out for suspicious activity. He will look
into any and all information given to him and will try
to keep everyone posted on any relative information
as he receives it.
Crime Tips-Raves and Club Drugs
What Are Raves?

3SLO73-LEIMERT PARK/
CRENSHAW CORRIDOR
Crime Trends
A couple weeks ago, Senior Lead Officer Sasajima
sent out a notice regarding burglaries that the
community experienced during the holidays. Shortly
after that notice was distributed, SLO Sasajima
received information from a resident who observed a
suspicious person hanging around in what appeared
to be a black and white police vehicle. On
January 19, 2011, Southwest Senior Lead Officers
arrested a suspect driving a black Ford Crown
Victoria with a white roof (an old police car that was
sold at auction) for burglary. They were able to
recover property belonging to about three households
along Garthwaite Avenue. The District Attorney's
office filed four counts of Burglary against the
suspect who was already on parole.

Furthermore, Southwest Burglary Detectives believe
this suspect may also be involved with other recent
burglaries in the Leimert Park area. While this big
arrest is good news, it is a temporary fix in combating

"Raves" are high energy, all-night dances that feature
hard pounding techno-music and flashing laser lights.
Raves are found in most metropolitan areas and,
increasingly, in rural areas throughout the country.
The parties are held in permanent dance clubs,
abandoned warehouses, open fields, or empty
buildings.
Raves are frequently advertised as "alcohol free"
parties with hired security personnel. Internet sites
often advertise these events as "safe" and "drug free."
However, they are dangerously over crowded parties
where your child can be exposed to rampant drug use
and a high-crime environment. Numerous overdoses
are documented at these events.
Raves are one of the most popular venues where club
drugs are distributed. Club drugs include MDMA
(more commonly known as "Ecstasy"), GHB and
Rohypnol (also known as the "date rape" drug),
Ketamine, Methamphetamine (also known as
"Meth"), and LSD.

Because some club drugs are colorless, odorless, and
tasteless, they can be added without detection to
beverages by individuals who want to intoxicate or
sedate others in order to commit sexual assaults.

Rave promoters also capitalize on the effects of club
drugs. Bottled water and sports drinks are sold at
Raves, often at inflated prices, to manage
hyperthermia and dehydration. Also common at a
Rave are pacifiers to prevent involuntary teeth
clenching, menthol nasal inhalers, surgical masks,
chemical lights, and neon glow sticks to increase
sensory perception and enhance the Rave experience.
Cool down rooms are provided, usually at a cost, as a
place to cool off due to increased body temperature
of the drug user.

plus your tip to #274637. You can also call
877-LAPD-24-7.

The bottom line is: Don't risk your child's health and
safety. Ask questions about where he or she is going
and see it for yourself.

3SLO99-VERMONT SQUARE
MALL-CRENSHAW PLAZA
Crime Trends
Crime Trends
Senior Lead Officer Anderson received reports of
robberies occurring around the area of Manual Arts
High School. Students have been robbed of their
i-Pods while walking in the vicinity of school
grounds.
Parents and teachers should remind their kids not to
carry their i-Pods in plain view or better yet to leave
them at home. The administration at Manual Arts is
expected to issue a letter to parents to encourage
them to advise their children to take safety
precautions while walking to and from school.

In the second month of the year, Southwest officers
are hard at work on new goals to prevent property
crime inside and around the Baldwin Hills/Crenshaw
Plaza. Our goal at the Mall is to be more visible
during our footbeat patrols. The Mall Detail also
intends to maintain a good rapport with the store
owners, Plaza security and become more interactive
with shoppers so they can feel safe.
Unfortunately, there is still an ongoing problem of
gang members (P-Stones) loitering at the bus stops
on Crenshaw Boulevard between Martin Luther
King, Jr. Boulevard and Stocker Street. The good
news is that robberies have decreased, due to the
continuous high visibility of Acting Senior LeadOfficer T. Rogers and a cadre of footbeat officers that
patrol this area.
Anyone with information regarding Street Robberies
that occur in this area, should contact Southwest
Robbery Detectives at (213) 485-2561.

Crime Tips-Reporting a Crime by Text
If you have a crime you would like to report
anonymously you can now text the letters LAPD

UPCOMING COMMUNITY
AND NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH EVENTS

Are your kids struggling to complete their home
work assignments? If so, then join St. Agatha’s
Catholic Church every Monday and Wednesday from
6:30pm to 9:30pm. They have a Life Skills
Academy that will teach your children the skills they
need to succeed in life. They will also provide tutors
to help your children with their homework. For
additional information, contact Senior Lead Officer
Sanchez.
There will be a Townhall meeting for all Southwest
Community stakeholders scheduled for April 4, 2011.
The meeting will be held at the FAME Renaissance,
located at 1658 W Adams Boulevard at 6:30 PM. For
additional information, contact the Southwest
Community Relations Office at (213) 847-5800.
The Southwest Community Police Advisory Board
(CPAB) usually meets the first Monday of every
month at the Child Guidance Center, 3787 S.
Vermont Avenue. If you are interested in attending,
please contact Toni Rodgers @ (213) 847-5800.
The 26th Place Block Club is looking to expand their
block club. If you live in the area of 26th Place and
Cimarron Street you are encouraged to attend. For
additional information, please contact Senior Lead
Officer Hauter.

The area of Burnside Avenue south of Coliseum and
the 5700 block of Bowcroft Street are starting block
clubs. If you reside in either of these areas and
would like to get more involved in your community,
please contact SLO Beard for additional information.

The Crenshaw Plaza proudly welcomes the Crenshaw
Farmer’s Market. The Farmer’s Market will be held
in the parking lot near Stocker and Santa Rosalia
every Saturday from 10am to 3pm. The Crenshaw
Farmers Market (formerly the Leimert Park Farmers
Market) is one of seven markets sponsored by
Sustainable Economic Enterprises of Los Angeles
embodying the commitment to make healthy food
available in a wide spectrum of the Los Angeles area.

Do you live in the community of Harvard Street,
between Adams and Jefferson? Senior Lead Officer
Hauter is looking to start another block club in that
particular area. If you are interested, please email
Officer Hauter at 35896@LAPD.LACITY.ORG.
If you reside in the area of Cloverdale Avenue, south
of Coliseum Street and would like to get involved
with a community block club, please contact Senior
Lead Officer Beard at (323) 387-9621.
The solution starts with you. Get involved! The
3800 block of Cloverdale has officially started a
block club. There was a rather small turn out at the
first meeting. If you live in this area and would like
to get more involved please contact Senior Lead
Officer Beard for additional information.
The St. James Area Block Club meets the first
Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm. The
Wisconsin Street Block Club meets the second
Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm. The Estrella
Block Club meets the third Wednesday of every
month at 6:00 pm. For boundaries of these block
clubs please call Senior Lead Officer Thomsen
(213) 847-5800.

The Central Area Neighborhood Council meeting
will be held on Monday, February 28, 2011, 6:30 pm.
For additional information, contact Senior Lead
Officer Anderson.

Martin Luther King Recreation Center is now open.
Come see the new gym and take classes at the new
center. A few classes include:
Cardio Running on Tuesdays at 6-7pm
8-15 years, FREE;
Fun w/Books on Wednesdays at 4-5pm
6-11 years, FREE;
Girls Softball on Tuesdays at 4-5pm
8-16 years, $15 Fee.
Contact Recreation Director Cassandra Reyes for
additional information at (213) 847-0878.

Southwest Boot Camp
On January 18, 2011, the Southwest Boot Camp
graduated a class of 40 youth, in what was the largest
graduating class to date at Southwest Division. We
are currently accepting applications for the next Boot
Camp session which is tentatively set to begin on
March 5, 2011. For information regarding the Boot
Camp and other Youth Programs, please contact the
Southwest Community Relations Office at
213-847-5800.
The Los Angeles Police Department – Southwest
Area invites you to follow us on twitter
@LAPD_SOUTHWEST to get up-to-the minute
information. We will be posting Public Service
Announcements (PSA) from our Senior Lead
Officers (SLOs), traffic information, upcoming
community events, and messages from our divisional
command staff.

*Dates and times are subject to change. Please
consult with your Senior Lead Officer prior to
attending any listed event.

@ LAPD_SOUTHWEST

