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Devonshire Area Neighborhood Watch Newsletter

Message from the Commanding Officer, Devonshire Area
Every New Year I talk about attending your Basic Car
meetings or starting a Neighborhood Watch program on
your street. If your schedule or circumstances won’t
allow you to attend the meetings, I encourage you to
sign up for E-policing. E-policing is our way of bringing
community policing to the internet.

The way it works is you go to www.lapdepolicing.org and
enter your address, e-mail address and zip code. It’s that
easy. The Senior Lead Officers (SLO) and detectives will
be able to send you crime updates, crime trends, and
other important information.  

The LAPD can’t fight crime alone and depends on you,
the citizens of Los Angeles, to help fight crime in your

neighborhood. Partner with us to make our
communities safer places to live, to work
and to play.

Sean K. Kane, Captain
Commanding Officer
Devonshire Community Police Station

BASIC CAR AREA HIGHLIGHTS
SLO Supervisor, Sergeant Bavaro 

(818) 363-1726

Basic Car Area 17A23 
Senior Lead Officer Dan Del Valle 

Cell Phone: (818) 634-0362 - 27677@lapd.lacity.org

Basic Car Area 17A35
Senior Lead Officer Dario Del Core

Cell (818) 634-0577 - E-mail: 27286@lapd.lacity.org

• Crime Trends and Locations: Basic Car 17A23 area is doing
pretty well, but we still need to focus on Burglary Theft from
Motor Vehicles (BTFMV). The area of concern is from Topanga
Canyon to Winnetka Avenue and Devonshire Street to Lassen
Street. These crimes are taking place in late night to
early morning hours.  

• Crime Tips: Call police to report suspicious activity. Do
not believe in relying only on your neighbors to call police.
Responsibility starts with YOU. Please shred all papers thrown
in the trash or recycling bin that contain personal information.
Many fall victim to identity theft. A resource that predators use
is going through our trash and recycling bins on trash day. If you
see strangers going through your or your neighbor’s trash,
please call for police to investigate the suspicious activity.

• Neighborhood Events: January 27, 2011, at 7:00PM is
our Basic Car Neighborhood Watch Meeting. The Neighborhood
Watch Meeting will be at Saint John Eudes Church located at
9901 Mason Avenue. I hope we start 2011 with a
commitment to stay vigilant by keeping the neighborhood safe!

• Crime Trends and Locations: The area is looking good.
Even though Residential Burglaries are down, maintain
v ig i lance and be on the lookout for prowlers in the
neighborhoods, especially in the area north of Rinaldi Street
and West of Reseda Boulevard. Pay attention to door-to-door
vendors, solicitors and servicemen. If you suspect criminal
activity may be occurring, phone the LAPD direct dispatch
(non-emergency) number at 1-877-275-5273. Continue to
use 911 for all emergencies and actual crimes in progress.

• Crime Tips: Neighborhood Watch works well and we
are currently involved in expanding our membership. It does
not cost anything to be a member. We ask you to attend a
one-hour meeting just once a month. If you would like to
be Neighborhood Watch member, come to one of our monthly
meetings. Better yet, if you would like to organize your block
and have every neighbor look out for each other contact the
Devonshire Senior Lead Office at (818) 363-1726 and ask how
you can arrange for a “start up meeting”.

• Neighborhood Events: Our next meeting will be on
Thursday, January 20, 2011 at 7:00PM at Saint Euphrasia
Church, 11767 Shoshone Avenue in Granada Hills.
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“Lock It, Hide It, Keep It”

It’s Your
Stuff !

Keep It !!

Don’t Leave Valuables of any kind in your Vehicle

Neighborhood Watch Program

Neighborhood Watch is the cornerstone of the LAPD's crime
prevention strategy. It enlists the active participation of residents,
in cooperation with law enforcement, to reduce crime in communities
throughout the City.

The Neighborhood Watch program was pioneered by the Los
Angeles Police Department to educate community residents
regarding their roles and responsibilities in the prevention of
crime, and to encourage them to take active measures to prevent
crime. The program calls upon residents to step forward and
assist the police in organizing the community into a cohesive
unit working toward the goal of building a safer, crime-free
neighborhood. Neighborhood Watch groups discuss neighborhood
crime problems with the objective of developing solutions to local
problems. Los Angeles Police Officers supply crime information to
neighborhood watch organizations and instruct these groups in
various crime prevention techniques.



• Crime Trends and Locations: Overall, our Basic Car
continues to look pretty good this reporting period. I’m seeing
a spike in BTFMV activity in the area of Lassen Street and
Lindley Avenue. Remember, these crimes are crimes of
opportunity, so don’t leave valuables in your car.  Commercial
burglaries along Reseda Boulevard are also on the rise. If you see a
crime in progress, call 9-1-1. If you see suspicious activity,
call the Non-emergency Dispatch at (877) 275-5273.

• Crime Tips: Be sure to lock your doors and windows
whether it’s your home or car, and if you have an alarm, use
it. All those nice gifts you received for the holidays are very
attractive to burglars, don’t give them the opportunity to
take them!

• Neighborhood Events: Our next Basic Car Meeting will
be Wednesday, January 26, 2011, at 7:00 PM at
Calahan Elementary School, 18722 Knapp Street,
Northridge. Our guest speaker will be Officer John Hardin
who’s in charge of the Jeopardy ‘At Risk’ Youth Program at
Devonshire Station.

I will be making an important announcement at
the meeting, so I hope to see you there!

• Crime Trends and Locations: From October 24 to
November 20, 2010, Burglary Theft from Motor Vehicles
(BTFMV) remained the same at 22. Residential burglaries
increased from 10 to 17. Assault with a Deadly Weapons
increased from one to two. Grand Theft Autos decreased from
17 to 14. Robberies decreased from five to four. The majority of
crimes occurred on Fridays from midnight to 6AM between
Chatsworth Avenue and Lassen Street from Lindley Avenue,
east to Gaviota Avenue. 

• Commendable Officer Incidents: There’s been an increase
in neighbors witnessing burglaries in progress, getting suspect
descriptions and calling the police. This active “neighborhood
watching” has stopped some burglaries from occurring and has
even lead to the arrest of some criminals.  Continue to take
interest in your neighborhood - you’re making a difference! 

• Crime Tips: The number of BTFMV has increased. Please
make a commitment to not leave anything inside of your
vehicle. Remind family, friends and neighbors to do the same.
This is a crime of opportunity. Criminals will only choose your
vehicle to break into if you make it worth their while. Please log
on to www.lapdonline.org for more safety tips.   

• Neighborhood Events: The next Basic Car meeting will be
on January 25, 2011, 7:00PM at 10124 Balboa Boulevard
(Fire Station 87).

• Crime Trends and Locations: Residential Burglaries within
Basic Car 17A95 during the period of October 31 through
November 27, 2010, showed 15. Reporting District (RD) 1776
had three, 1799 had three, 1768 had two, 1775 had two, 1797
had two, 1777 had one, 1779 had one and 1798 had one.
Burglary Theft from Motor Vehicle (BTFMV) showed we had a
good decrease than prior months and ended up with a total of
eight (RD 1776 had two, 1795 had two, 1768 had one, 1788 had
one and 1797 had one).  

• Commendable Officer Incidents: This month’s
commendable citizen must go to our own Reserve Specialist
Erika De Smith for her years of service to the Los Angeles Police
Department and the North Hills Community.  Erika has
dedicated over 17 years of service, working a minimum of four
days per week, to make the jobs much easier for all the Senior
Lead Officer staff. We owe Erika a great deal of thanks and
wouldn’t be able to function without her.  

• Crime Tips: We have continued to lower the residential
burglaries within this community and you have done it by
looking out for your neighbors, walking your neighborhoods and
reporting any suspicious activity to us.  Please do not leave your
windows open; there have been several burglaries recently
where suspects have entered through open windows or doors. 

• Neighborhood Events: Our next Basic car meeting will be on
Thursday, January 13, 2011, at 7: 00PM at St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church, 17037 Plummer St. in Northridge.

Basic Car Area 17A95
Senior Lead Officer Ken Cioffi

Cell: (818) 634-0480 - E-mail: 33691@lapd.lacity.org

Basic Car Area 17A49
Senior Lead Officer Janine Angeles

Cell (818) 325-7749 - E-mail: 30392@lapd.lacity.org

Basic Car Area 17A67
Senior Lead Officer Kathy Bennett

Cell (818) 634-0495 - E-mail: 27437@lapd.lacity.org

Basic Car Area 17A81
Senior Lead Officer Sue Herold

Cell (818) 634-0579 - E-mail: 24732@lapd.lacity.org 

• Crime Trends and Locations: We have been fortunate to
have seen a sharp decrease in the Burglary of third row seats
and other items from the newer model, full sized GM SUVs.  A
new trend that comes and goes is the Grand Theft Auto concern
along Parthenia Street from the Brown’s Canyon Wash to
Tampa. Quite a variety of makes and models have been taken
but the Toyotas and Hondas always seem to be more frequent.
Reporting District 1792 has a concern of Burglaries and
Narcotics related crime in the area of Roscoe Boulevard and
Penfield Avenue.  Otherwise, we’re in good shape.

• Commendable Officer Incidents: Kudos goes out to Sgt.
Neville and his Bike Unit for having a dramatic impact on crime
at and around Northridge Fashion Center. They have arrested
numerous individuals for drugs/drug-related charges. This  has
had a positive impact on the traffic flow, and their visibility has
helped to reduce the fear and incidence of crime!

• Crime Tip: Most Burglaries occur during the day time while
no one is home. There is probably a neighbor who could help
watch out for your interests, and you for theirs. Start a
Neighborhood Watch and join the team!  

• Neighborhood Events: Our next meeting will be held at
Gianelli Square located on the North/East corner of
Londelius Street and Shirley Avenue at 7:00 PM on
January 20, 2010. Basic Car meetings for 17A81 will be held
at 7:00 PM on the third Thursday of the month.
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