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swe near the end of
2006 and beginthe
holiday season, I’d

like ustoreflectonthe past
year. While we have enjoyed
many operational successes
that reflect your hard work to
make the city safer, we have
alsoexperienced losses...those
who are not with us because
they are serving overseas,

Continued on page 2

Los Angeles Police Officers are Mourning
the Loss of One of Their Own

n Sunday, October 22, 2006, at Officer Dorriswastransported to
Oapproximately 1:20A.M., University of Southern CaliforniaMedical

Northeast Area Officer Landon Center incritical condition with major head
Dorrisand his partner, Officer Marc trauma. Despite the efforts of the hospital

Fujiwara, wereinvestigatingaminortraffic  emergency staff, Officer Dorrisdid not
collisionatRiverside Driveand Hyperion  survivehisinjuries.

Avenue. Officer Dorriswas inthe street, “Themenandwomenofthe LAPD are
whenacar heading weston Riverside deeply saddened by the loss of a fellow
Drivestruck him. The force oftheimpact  officer. Our hearts go out to the family and
caused Officer Dorristo hitanother car friends of Officer Dorrisduring thisdifficult

thatwaswaiting toturn leftontothe time,” said Chief Bratton.
Golden State Freeway onramp. Officer Dorris was 31-years-old and
Thedriver ofthe carimmediately had been with the LAPD for 3 years and 4
stopped and was very distraughtoverthe  months. Prior to joining the LAPD, Officer
incident. Thedriver was questioned by Dorris served 6 years with the
police officersat the scene, and there was California Highway Patrol as
noevidence he was under the influence of amotorcycle officer. He is
alcohol or drugs. The driver was not survived by his mother, two
arrested or cited; however, the sisters, fiancé and two sons,
investigationiscontinuing. ages 3 and one-and-a-half.

Continued on page 5
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those we have lostduetoillnessand
accidentsand the loss of one who paid
the ultimate sacrifice while inthe line of
duty.

As of the first of December, a total
of 25 Los Angeles Police Department
employees, 19 sworn and six civilians
are serving in the U.S. armed forces
deployed on overseas assignments. Of
those 25; nearly half will be spending
their second, third, even fourth
Christmas away from family and friends.

While the Department offers financial
and career support to our activated
military personnel, the LAPD family
should also offer emotional support to
these employees who are our partners
and coworkers. Please take the time to
remember them and their families during
the holidays.

Thishasalsobeenadifficultyear
because for the firsttime intwoanda
halfyears, we have lostan officer inthe
line of duty. On Sunday, October 22,
Northeast Area Officer Landon Dorris
and his partner were investigatinga
minor traffic collisionwhenacar hit
Officer Dorris. The 31-year-old officer
had beenwith usfor justover three
years. He servedsix yearswiththe
CaliforniaHighway Patrol priorto
joiningthe LAPD. Officer Dorrisis
survived by hismother and two sisters, a
fiancé and two young sons, ages three
and one-and-a-half.

Wewerealso challenged thisyear
by the deaths of several Department
employeesduetoillnessandaccidents.
Althoughthisisnotanall-inclusive list,
duetothe wishes of the families
involved, l ask thatyou remember the
12 swornofficers, including 2 reservists,
and one civilianemployee nolonger with
us.

Thispastyear presented adifferent
setof challenges for several LAPD
officerswhosufferedserious, life-altering
injuries. In August, Hollenbeck Area
Officer James Tuck wasseriously hurt
when he and his partner made atraffic
stop inthe Montecito Heights area.
They had just pulled over acar whenthe
passenger gotoutand chargedthe
officers. He sprayed their patrol car
with high-velocity rounds froman AK-
47. Officer Tuck was shotthree times,
withonebulletnearly severing his left
hand atthe wrist. The news for this
young officer ispromising, his physicians
believe he will regain about 85 percent
of the use of his hand after a year of
rehabilitation.

Inlate April, Newton Area Officer
Jennifer Howlettand her partner Officer
Daniel Calderonwereinvolvedina
traffic collisionwithan intoxicated
motorist. Officer Howlettsuffered
multiple fracturesto her left femur, right
ankleandrightfoot. Officer Calderon
sustained acompound fracture to his
rightfemur. The officerswere
transported toa local hospital where
they underwentsurgery. Both officers
arereceivingon-going treatmentfor their
injuriesand remain off-duty.

Newton Area Officer Enrique
Chavez was seriously wounded when his
three-year-old sonaccidentally shothim
inthe back asthey drove near their
Anaheimhome. Officer Chavez
underwentsurgery to have ametal rod
placed inhisspineand he remains
paralyzed fromthe waistdown. Officer
Chavezisinrehabilitationandis
progressing ahead of schedule.

Inmid-June, West Traffic Division
Officer Michael Tothwasriding his

Continued on page 5
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Commission Investigation Division to Regulate Tow Companies
By Detective Tom Butler

Angeleswill once againberegulated, and
Commission Investigation Division (CID) will be the
regulator.

In 1995, the towing industry was deregulated by the
federal government. While the majority of tow operators
are honest business owners, some unscrupulous tow
operatorswere functioning virtually unchecked during the
deregulated period. Often, tow operatorswould “liein
wait” on private parking lotsand ignore California VVehicle
Coderegulations. Termssuch as “predatory,” “bandit,” and
“rogue” tows became common and unfortunately tarnished
theentiretow industry.

California Assembly Bill 2210, sponsored by
Assemblywoman Jackie Goldberg, will change how tow
operatorsfunctionin California. Thischangeinlegislation
includes several provisions, however the major featuresare
asfollows:

e Allowmunicipalitiesto licenseand regulate tow
companiesandtheirdrivers. InLos Angeles, this
processwill be handled by LAPD’sCID. Alltow
companiesandtheirdriverswill be requiredto
obtain permits from CID beginning January 1st.

e Requirethatthe property owner or lessee provide
written authorization for avehicle to be removed,
and that the tow company provide fact of the
removal of avehicle, the grounds for the removal,
andthe place where the vehicle has been removed.

e Requireatowcompany oritsdrivertoimmediately
andunconditionally release avehiclethatisnotyet
intransit, uponthe vehicle owner’srequest.

e Requirethattowcompaniesacceptcreditcards.

e Requirethattow companiesnotify the local law
enforcementagency thatthe vehicle has beentowed
within 30 minutes of the removal.

e Requirethatatowcompany’s CaliforniaHighway
Patrol approved rates be made available for
inspectionand copying within 24 hours of request.

Inthe lasttwo years, CID has conducted several

successful stingson “rogue” tow companies, and with the
City Attorney’sdiligence, numerous cases have beenfiled
onthese types of tow companies. The mediahasalso

[El

Beginning onJanuary 1,2007, towtrucksin Los

assisted greatly inbringing thisissueto light,and actually
broughtittothe level of legislative change. Inmany ways,
Los Angeles has led the way for this
victory for Californiamotorists. 1

RecentActions by the
Police Commission

%
s ppiigeae™

OCTOBER3: Commissionersparticipatedinthe
Medal of Valor Ceremony.

The Commissionersapproveda
Departmentreportregarding
trainingthat officersreceive following
adjudication of use of force

cases. Follow up reports were
requestedtoensurethattraining is
occurring, whenstipulated.
Amomentofsilence was held for
Officer Landon Dorris.

The Hunter/La Ley 2005/2006 Annual
Reportwasapproved. Departmental
organizations, suchasthe Oscar Joel
Bryant Associationand LaLeyalso
provided input.

OCTOBER10:

OCTOBER24:

.3%

omicide -
Rape - 8.1%

Robbery 5.7%
Aggravated Assault - 8.5%
Total ViolentCrime - 2.2%

Burglary - 8.6%
Burglary/TheftfromVehicle- 10.5%
Personal/Other Theft- 10.1%

Auto Theft - 8.9%

Total Property Crimes - 9.6%
Total PartI Crimes - 8.0%

444 | (O <

Source ITD, LAPD
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The Crystal Angel Awards and the 7" Annual True Blue Event

or providing outstanding service
Ftotheircommunities, four Los

Angelespolice officerswere
recognized Oct. 21 atthe Los Angeles
Police Foundation’s Annual True Blue
fundraising eventat Paramount
Studios. The officerswereawarded
the Crystal Angel Award, an
acknowledgmentearned for
demonstrating
superiorworkin
community policing.

Central Area
Officer Kathy
McAnany and West
TrafficDivision
Officer Gary Ross
received the honor for
launchingaholiday
campaignthatbenefits
woundedsoldiersand
theirfamilies. In
2004, the two officers
partnered tomobilize
theinitiative called
Operation Sleigh
Trail.

Avyear later,
Officers McAnany
and Ross surpassed
the previous year’s success by
spearheading an effort that raised
$25,000. The two worked closely to
secure corporate donations, gift cards
and small monetary gifts for young
soldiers who faced financial and
medical trials. Additionally, the two
officers organized a convoy to visit
hospitalized soldiers at Balboa Naval
Medical Center and extended their
spirit of community service to families
who have lost loved ones in battle.

Rampart Area Senior Lead Officer

[ 4]

Mandy Serrano received the award for

creative use of conventional law
enforcement resources. Committed to

improving the quality of life of Rampart
Area residents, Officer Serrano rallied

City and County support to target a
hotel plagued with perpetual narcotic,
gang and vice activities. The scene of
rape, robberies and murder, the

CRYSTAL ANGEL AWARD RECIPIENTS WITH CHIEF BRATTON

From left to right: Officer Ellen Kanda, Officr Gary Ros, Officer Kathy
McAnany, and Officer Mandy Serrano

Holland Hotel gave refuge to violent
community predators who preyed on
the innocent. Because of Officer
Serrano’s persistence, the matter
ended up in the Superior Court of Los
Angeles where the court called for the
closure of the property.

Officer Serrano was also
recognized for her work with
underprivileged children and low-
income senior citizens. Over the last
year, Officer Serrano solicited and
secured 300 bicycles, helmets and

other riding gear for Rampart Area
youth. She also ensured that the
children learned applicable riding laws.
Highly concerned for the welfare of
seniors in the area, Officer Serrano
also helped established a senior watch
program to promote safety and
organized several local trips and
activities for the group.

Central Traffic
Division Reserve Officer
Ellen Kandareceivedthe
award for her
involvementinvarious
assignmentsincluding
bandit taxi details,
DrivingUnderthe
Influence checkpoints,
and pedestrian safety
stings. Aspart of the
Bandit Taxi Task Force,
Officer Kanda
transcribed statements of
the Department of
Transportationarresting
officerreports. These
documentswillbe
valuable infuture court
casesagainst bandit taxi
operators. Areserve
officerfor 16 years, Officer Kanda
possessesexceptional communication
skillsand years of experienceand
disciplinewhichprojectapositive
image forthe Department.

Thecastof TNT’shitpolice drama
The Closer was also honored for their
positive portrayal of law enforcement
officers. More than 700 people
attended True Blue thisyearandthe
eventraised nearly $500,000.3
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Chlef ,S Message Continued from page 2

Department motorcycle on hisway
home when he stopped to help officers
fromthe CaliforniaHighway Patrol
conductinganaccidentinvestigation.
Ashewas leaving the scene, asports
utility vehicle hit Officer Toth. Hewas

rushedtoahospital
and had extensive
surgeryoninjuriesto
hisface, chestand
legs. Officer Tothis
goingthroughphysical
therapy andrecently
had more surgery to
repair damage to his
rightfoot. Hisgoal is
to be back at work
mid-year 2007.
Andfinally, this
summer Southwest
AreaOfficer Kristina
Ripatti was shotand
paralyzed fromthe
chestdownwhile
tryingtoarrestan
armed manwho had
robbed a gas station.
Now she spends
several daysaweekiin
rehab and she works
outinagymto
increase her upper
body strength. Asshe
learnstoadjusttolife
inawheelchair,

Officer Ripatti also fightstostay
mentally fitto challenge conventional
medical wisdomthatshe will never
walkagain. Kristina, her hushand,
Southeast Area Officer Tim Pearce,
andtheiryoung daughter Jordanwere

O, -
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_.‘:,ce_ig%... INTHE LINEOFDUTY
. % Ofcr. Landon Dorris
Northeast Area

Canggies v
_  Endof Watch—October 22, 2006

—_—

NON-DUTY RELATED

SWORN

Ofcr. Michael Sagendorf
Harbor Area
End of Watch — Jan. 20, 2006

Ofcr. Dennis Taylor
Devonshire Area
End of Watch — May 6, 2006

Ofcr. Robert Young
Central Area
End of Watch — Jan. 23, 2006

Sgt. Thomas Joe Walker, Jr.
Central Area
End of Watch — June 5, 2006

Res. Ofcr. Ann Ray
Wilshire Division
End of Watch — Jan. 30, 2006

Ofcr. Eileen Staendner
Foothill Area
End of Watch — June 5, 2006

Res. Ofcr. Bill Mayhew
Pacific Area
End of Watch — Feb. 23, 2006

Sgt. James Joseph Cerniglia
Northeast Area
End of Watch — Sep. 9, 2006

Det. Raul Richard Reyna
Force Investigation Division
End of Watch — March 19, 2006

Ofcr. Nathaniel Warthon, Jr.

Southwest Area
End of Watch — Sep. 22, 2006

Ofcr. Marsha Brandt
Narcotics Division
End of Watch — March 27, 2006

Ofcr. Thomas Ducey
West Traffic Division
End of Watch — March 31, 2006

CIVILIAN

Mr. Silvio “Ike” Blandino
Senior Clerk Typist

Records and Identification Division

End of Watch — Oct. 15, 2006

recently featured on ABCtelevision’s
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.
Theirhome was “made over” free of
charge by hundreds of volunteersto
accommaodate her disabilities.
Thiswill certainly beanemotional

holiday season for her
and the others I have
mentioned. Asyou
celebrate withyourown
loved ones, take the
timetorememberthe
menand women ofthe
LAPDwhoarefacing
extraordinary physical
andemotional
challenges. Remember
those whowill notbe
home withtheir loved
ones, and remember
those thathave gone
beforeus. Inthiscity
noted foritsangels,
thesearethe LAPD’s
angels. May they
alwaysbeinour
thoughts, our memories
and by our side, and
evenasyouremember
them, letme offeryou
andyour familiesmy
bestwishes forasafe,
healthy and happy
holiday season.d

Los Angeles Police Officers are Mourning the Loss of One of Their Own

Continued from page 1

Chief Bratton and members of the
LAPD Command Staff respondedto
the scene of the accident and to the
hospital. They metwith family members
and officerswho gathered for Officer

Dorris.

/5]

lineofduty.d

Funeral serviceswere heldon
Friday, October 27, 2006 at Our Lady
of the Angelesindowntown Los
Angeles. Officer Dorrisisthe 200th
Los Angelespolice officerkilled inthe

See Page 7 of this issue for an
additional storyon
Officer Landon Dorris, titled
“Reflections of a Lieutenant,”
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Veterans Day and the Marine
Corps Anniversary Celebration

The Los Angeles Police Departmentrecently
celebrated Veterans Day and the 231*anniversary
ofthe founding of the United States Marine Corps at
the November recruitgraduation ceremony for the Class
April 2006.

OnNovember 10, the April 2006 graduating class,
family, friends, and special guests attending were treated to
military marches preformed by LAPD’sall volunteer band,
aMarine Corps Color Guard presentation, and patriotic
comments by the Major General Michael R. Lehnert,
Commanding General of Marine Corps Installations West.
Morethan 60 LAPD employees, intheir full military dress
uniformsand representing various Departmentcommands,
were honored guests of Chief Batton.

Immediately following the graduation ceremonies, all in
attendance were invited to the academy lounge to
participate inatraditional Marine Corps cake cutting
ceremony. Highlighting the eventwasthe presentation of
the Purple Heartto Police Officer Christopher Burke, 77t
Street Area. Officer Burke, a Sergeantinthe Marine
Corps, waswounded while serving in Iragwhenan
Improvise Explosive Devise, or IED, hitthe vehicle he was
patrollingin.

Centurion Football Team Tryouts

ince 1978, the Los Angeles Police Department
Centurions have been playing football for kids. This

unique fraternity of police officers practice, play, and
travel off-duty to raise money for the Blind Childrens Center
of LosAngeles.

The Centurion Football Team will be holding their annual
tryouts at Salesian High School on Saturday, December 2,
and Saturday, December 9, begin at 9:00 AM. Salesian
High School is located at 960 South Soto Street in Los
Angeles. Contact Detective Donald Payne, Southwest Area
Juvenile Detective Section, at (213) 485-2585 or (213)
880-3334 for additional information.

Since joining the National Public Safety Football League
in 1997, the team has had a strong winning record. The
team has been the Western Conference Champions several
years. In 2001 the team won the championship game over
the Houston Gunners, earning them a number one ranking
for semi-pro teams in the American Football Association for
that year. The Centurions are one of 14 law enforcement
and public safety football teams that travel nationwide to
play football and raise money for charity. The LAPD
Centurions are proud to be a part of this organization that
puts so much emphasis on giving back to the community. [

ThePurple Heartisan American
decorationandisthe oldest military decoration
intheworld in presentuse. Itisthefirst
Americanaward made availabletothe
commonsoldier. The Purple Heartisawarded
to members of the U.S. armed forces who are
wounded by an instrument of war inthe hands
ofthe enemy and posthumously to the next of
kininthe name ofthose whoarekilled in
action, or die of woundsreceived inaction. It
isspecifically acombatdecoration.

Eversince Chief Brattontook helmofthe
Los Angeles Police Department, he has made
apointofrecognizingand honoring the unique
servicesand sacrifices made by the 500
Departmentemployeeswho are members of
the United States Armed Forces Guard and
Reserve. Chief Bratton, acombat veteran of
the Vietnam War, feelsaspecial kinshipto
those who serve this country inthe military.

0

Left to right: Chief Bratton, Officer Christopher Burke, and Major General
Michael R. Lehnert
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Reflections of a Lieutenant By Lieutenant Ruben De La Torre

he residents, merchantsand

visitorstothe City of Angels,

alongwiththe LAPD,
experienced amajor loss on Sunday,
perhaps more thanany of us can
comprehend.
Those of us
fortunateto
have
worked
alongside
Officer
Landon
Dorrisknew
himasa
dedicated
father,
committed
law enforcementofficer,and good
friend.

Before transferring tomy present
assignment, | wasassigned to
Northeast Areawhere | had the good
fortune to have Landonwork formeon
the morning watch. For those of you
who don’tknow, ittakesaspecial kind
of person to work thiswatch. The
majority ofthe time youare racing to
calls, battling darkness, sometimes
under harshweather conditions, yet
youmustremain focused onthe
primary mission: achievingasociety
freeof crime.

Assupervisors we are expected to
mentor, train, and lead those entrusted
toour care. Sometimes however, we
forgetthat we too can learn fromthose
younger and lessexperienced. Landon
leftmewithalastingimpression, which
I will never forgetand hope to pass on
tomysons. Landonwasaconfident
maninboth hisabilitiesandtraining.
Reservedand quiet like the wind, he
coulderuptforthe preservation of

|7

Officer Landon Dorris
1975-2006

peace. Many late nightsand early
mornings, Landonand I shared
conversationsaboutour profession,
families, and friends. I cameto
understand thatas awatch commander
I was very fortunate to have Landonon
ourteam, and Northeast Areawasall
the wealthier.

Itwasbecause of Landon’s strong
work ethicthat I chose himtofill many
critical assignments: workingapatrol
car, policingamajor publicevent,

investigating seriouscrimes. To
Landon, the nature of the assignment
did not matter, all that mattered tohim
wasthatduty called, acharacter trait
we canalllearnfrom. God, I’mgoing
tomissyoualot, Landon. My intent
was alwaystowork with youagain.
Whenyouarrive inheaven, look down
uponusfromtimetotimeandremind
usofhow you, with “dignity and
pride,” lived up to the LAPD motto:
“ToProtectand To Serve.” 1

Commendation to

COMMENDATION

this lofty ambition.

force roughly one-fourth the size of No.
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THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL WERE COMMENDED BY THE COMMUNITY IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2006

POLICE OFFICER I

Josue Merida
EllenVisosky

POLICE OFFICER I

Juan Amacio
Cid Camacho
Dominick Colenzo
Arldwin Flores
Paul Duron
Randall Garrett
Gerardo Hernandez
Travis Littlepage
Wil Lopez
Jose Martinez
Mario Morales

Sam Park
Sheryl Rush
Charles Schandel
Maria Soto
Justin Thomas
RitaVallejo
ChunYim

POLICE OFFICER Il
Danny Chao
Christian Cooper
Teresa Evans
Richard Krynsky
Kevin Lowe
Dax Martin
Gregory Parker

Gilbert Pedregon
Robert Perez
Stephen Saletros

DETECTIVE |

Ann Chavez
Alonso Flores
Joseph Linares
William Longacre
Paul Scire
Anthony Verret

DETECTIVE Il
Robert Felix
Theodore Jones
Lewis Parker

SERGEANT | LIEUTENANT 1l
Carol Allen Freddie Booker
Mark Durrell Donald Hooper
Billy Gilbert

Ranald Holcombe CAPTAIN |

Michael Lockett Jose Perez

SERGEANT Il CAPTAIN Il
Jeffrey Bert Patrick Gannon
Frank Mika

DETECTIVE 1l

Jeffrey Godown

Charles Markel
Steven Reyes
Daniel Schultz

Chief Witliam J. Bratton and
the Las Ungeles Falice Feundation
Cordially invite you to attend the
Los Ungeles Folice Depatment
Unnual FHoliday Fanty
Join Friends and Colleagues in celebrating the joys of the

holiday season for an evening of international dinner
buffets, live music, dancing and great prizes!

Saturday
December 16, 2006

7:00 p.m. to Midnight

Los Ungeles Downtown Maviiott FHatel
333 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles

$50 Per Person
Dressy Attire - Black Tie Optional
For group or individual reservations,
please contact the
Los Angeles Police Foundation
at (213) 489-4636.

Visit us on the Web: www.LAPDonline.org®



